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LA City Wastewater Collection System

6 6500 miles of 
sewers

650+ Lift stations

6Other structures



Venice Pumping Plant

6 Largest in  the system

625,000 gpm PDWF

6Built  1958

648-inch RCP force main



Venice PP Dual Force Main

6 What is it?

6 Why do we need it?



Primary Sewer 

System

The sewer system 

operated and 

maintained by the 

City of Los Angeles 

also serves 

adjacent 

communities such 

as Marina del Rey
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Sewer
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Venice Pumping PlantE

Hyperion Treatment PlantE

Existing Force MainE
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6 Critical link in sewer system

6 Current force main was built in 1958

6 Current force main canôt be shut 

down for inspection or maintenance

6 Redundancy ïtwo better than one

6 Current force main can only handle 

60% of pumping plantôs peak 

capacity

Venice PP Dual Force Main

Why do we need it?
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Venice PP Dual Force Main

We need to get from here 

to here 
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6 Beach

6 Pacific Avenue

6 Marquesas Way/Via Marina

Venice PP Dual Force Main

Three ways to get there:
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Three ways to build it:

6 Cut-and-Cover ïfast and cheap, but lots 

of impacts (e.g., groundwater)

6 Mine Boring ïleast impacts, but slow 

and very expensive

6 Micro-tunneling ïgood compromise
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Beach Alignment

6 10,300 feet

6 $47-$68 million

VPP

Terns

Alignment



12

Beach Alignment

Pros:  Minimal impact to traffic, parking, utilities

Cons: Least tern colony

Recreational impacts to beachgoers

State rights of way

Co-location reduces redundancy benefit 

Future beach erosion
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Beach Width
Todayôs wide beach 1947 -- Before adding sand
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Pacific Avenue Alignment

6 10,100 feet 

6 $37-$68 million

VPP

Terns

Alignment
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Pacific Avenue Alignment

Pros: Shortest route, 

Uses existing city rights-of-way, 

Avoids Least tern colony & beach erosion issues

Cons:  Major transportation/parking impacts

Very difficult to locate pit n/o channel


